
BROKEN POTTERY CAN BE USEFUL 

When looking for a permission, and also to give you an idea of the history of a piece of 

land it is helpful to note any pieces of broken pottery just lying on the surface.  

Do some basic research on such found pottery, print that research out with any images 

and then show this to the landowner when seeking permission. It may not only give you 

something to use as an ‘ice breaker’ but also prove to be an interesting subject to talk 

about.  

Leave a copy of any printed page(s) with the landowner. 

Remember, do not enter land and trespass without permission, but footpaths often can 

be walked on and these provides an opportunity to find small broken pottery pieces either 

side of such walkways.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Carbon dating is one of the most common ways to tell how old pottery is and has an 

accuracy level of 8000 years. Other methods include relative dating, 

thermoluminescence dating, and the use of markings. 

Relative dating is a way to tell how old pottery is. It is used to estimate the age of an 

object compared to other similar items whose ages are known. With this method, a 

piece of pottery could either be older or younger than the determinant object. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 


